Claudy, MM, pages 140 (bottom)-141 MM class — to be read aloud

For Masons, however, perhaps the most illuminating passages
regarding wisdom come from Proverbs (il 2; iii 14, 15; viii 8).
Solomon said:

Incline thine ear unto wisdom and apply thine heart to
understanding. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the
man that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is
better than the merchandise of silver and the gain thereof than
fine gold. For wisdom is better than rubbies and all the things
that may be desired are not to be compared to it.

Knowledge is cognizance of facts. Wisdom is the strength of
mind to apply its knowledge. A Mason may know every word of
our ritual from the beginning of the Entered Apprentice's Degree to
the final words of the Sublime Degree of Master Mason and still
have no wisdom, Masonic or otherwise. Many a great leader of the
Craft has been a stumbling, halting ritualist, yet possessed in
abundance a Masonic wisdom which made him a power for good
among the brethren.

Knowledge comes from study; wisdom from experience.
Knowledge may be the possession of the criminal, the wastrel, the
"irreligious libertine," and the atheist. Wisdom comes only to the
wise, and the wise are ever good.

The first of the Three Grand Pillars which support our Institution
should be to every Mason a symbol of the real need to become
wise with the goodness of Masonry, skilled in the arts of
brotherhood, learned in the way to the hearts of his brethren. If he
know not and ask, "How may | gain Masonic wisdom?" let him
find the answer not in the ritual, important though it is; not in form
and ceremony, beautiful though they are with the strength of
repetition and age - let him look to the Five Points of Fellowship,
for there is the key to all real wisdom concerning the brotherhood
of man.



