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Instructor Notes for 
Master Mason Class

Lodges of Instruction of the 

Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts

August 2011

Copyright © 2011 Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts

Instructor use only;
Not a Class Handout

8-2

Structure of a 40-Minute MM Class

 Instructor introduces himself and encourages 
students to do so (1-2 min.)

 Claudy’s introduction on the importance 
of the Sublime Degree (3-4 min.)

 Brief recap what happened in the degree and 
the lectures (4 min.)

 Together, review the outline of MM topics 
in the Claudy book (2 min.)

 Review for those who read it;  
Overview for those who did not yet.

 1st Discussion Question  (12-15 min.)
 2nd Discussion Question (12-15 min.)
 Closing points [even if 2nd DQ not complete] (2 min.)
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8-3

Remember: Focus on Discussion

 When posing a Discussion Question, 
please give them time to think about it
 Silence is a Working Tool for the Instructor!
 Let the Candidates together explore the 

question
 You are there to GUIDE and FACILITATE, 

not to jump in with an (“only this is correct”) 
answer

 If you listen carefully, you can learn from 
the Candidates while they learn from you

8-4

Please Keep in Mind our Objectives

 Instill in our New Brothers a feeling for 
the richness of the Masonic Lodge and 
the value of Masonic education

 Familiarize them with the topics covered 
in the Claudy book for the degree they 
just received

 Encourage them to read each Claudy 
book

 Provide an opportunity for them to 
discuss what they experienced in the 
degree 
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8-5

Sublime Degree, to be read aloud

pages
125 to 
top 127
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8-6

What Happened in the Degree?

 Suitable Proficiency
 Knocking on the door and being admitted
 Another journey in darkness, examination
 Third step, Obligation
 Further discovery
 A further journey in Light
 Working Tools
 Grand Master Hiram Abif, Junior Warden
 Charge from the Master 
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8-7

Claudy’s topics for the MM
 The Sublime Degree of 

Master Mason
 “Remember Now Thy 

Creator…”
 The Hiramic Legend
 The Sanctum Sanctorum
 The Lion
 Five Points of Fellowship
 Three Grand Pillars
 The Book of Constitutions, 

Guarded by the 
Tiler’s Sword

 The All-Seeing Eye
 The 47th Problem of Euclid

 Sprig of Acacia
 The Laws of 

Freemasonry
 Landmarks
 Grand Lodge
 Power of the Ballot
 Vouching
 The Character of a 

Master Mason
 A Master’s Wages
 Freemasonry Comes to 

the New World

8-8

MM Discussion Question 1

 What symbol from 
any of the degrees 
is the most 
meaningful to you?

What makes it 
meaningful?

(HANDOUT)

 [Thanks to Grand Lodge of Maine for 
the original version of this handout.]



MM v01 8-30-2011

5Instructor Use Only – NOT A CLASS HANDOUT

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

20
11

 G
ra

nd
 L

od
ge

 o
f 
M

as
on

s 
in

 M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts

8-9

MM Discussion Question 2

 Claudy points out the progression in the 
degrees represented by Columns
 The EA learns of Wisdom, Strength, Beauty
 The FC learns of Doric, Ionic, Corinthian
 The MM learns of 3 Great Pillars, 

represented by our 3 ancient Grand Masters

Thinking of the first of those Great Pillars, 
could it have instead been named 
“Knowledge” or “Understanding” ?

What are the differences between 
Knowledge, Understanding, and Wisdom?

How do they relate to each other?

8-10

After DQ 2 Discussion, to be read aloud

Let’s see what Claudy says about Knowledge, Understanding, 
and Wisdom                                                  (page 140 bottom to 141)

LARGE PRINT COPY 
PROVIDED

Ask your Lead Instr
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8-11

Closing the MM Class

 Tell the MM Brothers about the 
on-line resources available to them for 
further learning   (HANDOUT)
 Special web address: MassMasons.org/MM/
 Enter with: 

your name, Lodge, and “trowel” (working tool)

 Masonic Education does NOT END HERE
 This is the beginning of a life-long journey


